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It’s been a busy summer in the State of Wyoming, and Equipoise
Fund has been hard at play—oops, we mean work—taking advantage
of the bright sunny days and a full calendar.

Just to keep you in the loop, here is what we’ve been up to:
Documentary Film Project
Women in Politics Reception
Melissa Gets Married
Equality Initiatives Update
Womentum
Q Grant Winners Make Music

Documentary Film Project
Rolling across the vast landscapes of Wyoming was a pleasant task
this summer. Our film crew visited towns large and small to record
the stories of the women who live, work, play and thrive in this “out
West” territory. Filmmaker Bonnie Kreps was accompanied by
co-producers Amy McCarthy and Charlie Craighead, camerawoman
Leigh Reagan, and occasionally, Equipoise Fund founder Mickey
Babcock.

Of the more than 150 nominations from across the state, the field
was winnowed to 35 women who will share their stories of sustaining
family, faith and self in their communities, on their ranches and in
their homes. No matter their age, these women have shown
remarkable fortitude, creativity and vitality in their lives. It will be a
pleasure to meet them come 2008, when the film will be screened in
conjunction with the 2008 Atta Girl Awards.

Among those appearing in the documentary are Dayton artist Alice
Fuller, who enjoys a variety of artistic expressions, from traditional
art forms to Japanese to abstracts. Also on board are four ranchers
from the Buffalo area. Hermie Christian, Madeline Harriett, Audrey
Long and Jonesy Smith are friends who share a bond in ranching.
"They represent a culture which has been the backbone of
Wyoming," Kreps says.

Other women who will be featured include: a high school student
who addressed the United Nations; a scientist who discovered the
bones of the largest land animal ever to walk the Earth; a single
mother who fought poverty and now works in wind energy
development; and a cowgirl poet, among many others.

The film will also be screened at the National Museum of American
History at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. The film
crew also plans to contact Wyoming Public Television and local
libraries, all great venues for reaching the far corners of the state.

For more information, check out our web site at
www.equipoisefund.org. The documentary information is on its own
page, linked from the Initiatives page. And here’s a treat: you can



see some of the outtake pictures from the interviews on the web
site.

Equipoise Co-Sponsors Women in Politics Session
Equipoise Fund was one of several sponsors of the Women in Politics
roundtable and reception held in conjunction with the Council of
State Governments-West conference at Jackson Lake Lodge on
Monday, September 17th.

The event was groundbreaking: For the first time, the Council
devoted an entire session to the topic of women in politics. Hosted
by Rosie Berger, Wyoming State Representative and one of the
leaders of the Wyoming Women’s Legislative Caucus, the roundtable
and reception drew over 75 legislators and Jackson Hole community
members.

Keynote speaker Fawn Germer, Pulitzer-prize nominee and
bestselling author of Hard Won Wisdom and Mustang Sallies, spoke
to a mixed audience of men and women about women’s use of
power. Drawing from her own experience, as well as those of the
countless women leaders she has interviewed over the years, Fawn
was both entertaining and inspirational.

Nancy Freudenthal, Wyoming’s First Lady, and State Treasurer Rita
Meyer also addressed the group, both speaking candidly about their
experiences as women working in the halls of government. The
session concluded with a lively roundtable discussion featuring
female legislators from all over the west. The closing reception
offered legislators and community members the opportunity to meet,
network and further discuss some of the evening’s topics.

Equipoise and the Wyoming Women’s Legislative caucus wish to
thank these event sponsors: Council of State Governments-West;
Wyoming Women’s Foundation; Equality Initiatives; Wyoming
Council for Women’s Issues; Mrs. Shirley Cheramy; Ms. Clarene
Law; and Story Clark Resor.

And a round of applause for Jen McCarty of the newly created
Lumina Communications, www.luminacommunications.com, out of
Boulder, Colorado, for coordinating the event. If you would like more
information about the gathering, contact Jen at Lumina:
jmccarty@luminacommunications.com .

Melissa Gets Married
Our own Melissa Turley, City
Councilwoman for the Town of
Jackson, is embarking on yet
another adventure – marriage!
Planning her event atop Snow King
Mountain on September 15th, this
woman in politics is excited about
her future with hubby Chris Stump,
fly fishing guide extraordinaire.

We’re sure you’ll join us in wishing
the couple all the happiness they
can find.
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Equality Initiatives Update



You’ve got to walk before you can run. That just might be Sarah
Mikesell Growney’s motto. As Program Director for Equality
Initiatives, she travels the state (Laramie, Casper and Jackson so far
this year) in an effort to identify potential partners and meet with
decision makers who can advance Equality Initiative’s mission,
proving that "what’s good for Wyoming’s women and children, is
good for Wyoming communities."

"Raising awareness is the very first step we need to take," says
Growney, "to address long-term change on the issues facing women
and girls in our state." Her meetings have focused on investigation of
and education about the status of Wyoming's women, a process that
has made it possible to empower decision makers and community
members who can improve women’s access to basic opportunities,
help them achieve personal dignity and self-sufficiency and enhance
their overall well-being. Healthy, successful women and children help
build stronger and more productive Wyoming communities.

Sarah plans a future trip to Sheridan, but it'll follow her stop in
Jackson again, where she attended the Wyoming Women's Caucus
roundtable and reception, Women in Politics. She loved the
opportunity to meet more stakeholders who can help reframe
women's issues as community issues in Wyoming.

Sarah is asking for help as she seeks input on women’s status in
Wyoming. If you would like to meet with her to share your efforts to
establish gender awareness or to provide appropriate data or other
information, please contact her at 307-587-6146. She can also be
reached by email at sarah@equalityinitatives.org.

And stay tuned for Equality Initiative’s April campaign kickoff,
including the Equipoise Fund’s documentary film premiere and the
presentation of the 2008 Atta Girl awards.

And don’t forget to check out their web site at
www.equalityinitiatives.org.

Womentum
This fall Womentum launches its second "Womentoring Program,"
aimed at building community by developing women’s skills,
confidence and local network. As you know, womentoring focuses on
leadership skills and enables a diverse group of local women to
perform community service in a unique and meaningful way by
cultivating their own professional and personal growth. Womentum
believes that when their participants identify and develop the skills
that are useful to them personally, mentees and mentors can
improve their communities on micro- and macro-levels. This current
group has identified three areas of focus: professional goals, civic
goals and personal goals.

The 2007-2008 mentor group is: Faye Campbell, Marcia Craighead,
Jean Jorgensen, Bobbi Moses, Heather Overholser, Shelley
Simonton, Nancy Taylor and Kathy Watkins. Our mentees are: Annie
Jack, Tanya Mark, Cassie Mateosky, Echo Miller, Andrea Rongey,
Maggie Schilling, Liza Sperling and Rachel Wigglesworth. An all-star
cast by all counts!

You can visit their web site at www.womentumwyo.org to find out
more.

Q Grant Winners Make Music
On Friday, September 21, the Jackson Hole Music Experience utilized
the first-ever Quirky Grant to present their 5th Anniversary, Women
of Jackson concert in the Center for the Arts Theater. The two-set



concert featured ten-minute performances by a wide variety of local
female musicians, including Margo Valiante, Julie Payne, WillowStar,
and the Sacred Mountain Drummers. Award-winning songwriter,
performer and music teacher Beth McIntosh headlined the event with
an inspiring 30-minute performance of original pieces. Close to 300
community members attended the Women of Jackson Concert, which
benefits the Women’s Music Scholarship Fund, to support
economically challenged women and girls interested in music with
scholarships for private music lessons and instrument purchases. For
more about the Women of Jackson concert, please visit
http://www.planetjh.com/music_arts_culture/A_102062.aspx.

And remember, our next Quirky Grant deadline is this Sunday,
September 30, 2007! Quirky Grant proposals are for projects up to
$1,000 that are quirky. Please visit our website to see an example of
a Quirky Grant proposal. The Equipoise Fund Q Grants Committee
will review all proposals and respond to applicants within 30 days of
the appropriate quarterly deadline.


